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1. INTRODUCTION 

Take This Rope

Māori customs and knowledge (Māori research approaches). 

family genealogy

songs chants prayers

storytelling

extended family

2.HISTORICAL ACCOUNTS: TEXTS RELATED TO MOKOMOKO, KEREOPA TE 
RAU, CARL VÖLKNER & TE WHAKATŌHEA IWI 

Ōpōtiki-Mai-Tawhiti: Capital 
of Whakatōhea

 
By 1864 the region of Whakatōhea had a substanial  agricultural economy including a Māori owned shipping fleet.  Following an accusation of spying 

for the government, the missionary Carl Völkner, was hanged then beheaded at Ōpōtiki on March 1865, after a meeting called by visiting Pai Mārire 
emissaries had demanded his death. Although Whakatōhea leaders unsuccessfully argued that the missionary should be spared, the Crown 
strategically held the local people responsible for the man’s death. They declared martial law and invaded the community in September 1865, looting, 
destroying crops, animals, houses, and infrastructure. They then buried Whakatōhea casualties (amounting to approximately ten percent of the 
population), in an unmarked mass grave. Although later pardoned, the scapegoat for the hanging was the researcher’s ancestor Mokomoko who was 
imprisoned and hanged.  
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1. INTRODUCTION 

2. CUENTOS HISTÓRICOS: TEXTOS RELACIONADOS CON MOKOMOKO, 
KEREOPA TE RAU, CARL VÖLKNER Y TE WHAKATŌHEA IWI 
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1. INTRODUÇÃO 

2. CONTAS HISTÓRICAS: TEXTOS RELACIONADOS A MOKOMOKO, KEREOPA 
TE RAU, CARL VÖLKNER & TE WHAKATHEA IWI 

 
By 1864 the region of Whakatōhea had a substanial  agricultural economy including a Māori owned shipping fleet.  Following an accusation of spying 

for the government, the missionary Carl Völkner, was hanged then beheaded at Ōpōtiki on March 1865, after a meeting called by visiting Pai Mārire 
emissaries had demanded his death. Although Whakatōhea leaders unsuccessfully argued that the missionary should be spared, the Crown 
strategically held the local people responsible for the man’s death. They declared martial law and invaded the community in September 1865, looting, 
destroying crops, animals, houses, and infrastructure. They then buried Whakatōhea casualties (amounting to approximately ten percent of the 
population), in an unmarked mass grave. Although later pardoned, the scapegoat for the hanging was the researcher’s ancestor Mokomoko who was 
imprisoned and hanged.  
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tribe

2

 

dried head).
head  (sacred)

5

 
2 The Hauhau movement is a branch of Pai Mārire (goodwill and peace), a resistance movement against European oppression. There are strong 
Christian influences in the belief system. As the movement progressed it instilled unwarranted fear, particularly amongst the European settlers.   
3 Kereopa Te Rau was from Ngāti Rangiwewehi in Te Arawa. Te Rau was a Pai Mārire prophet who led the execution of Volkner.  
4 According to Palmer & Tano (2007), for Māori, this was a traditional practice used throughout tribes in Aotearoa as a way to absorb the ‘mana’ 
(power) of the enemy and the results were publicly displayed as part of ritual or to demonstrate disrespect. Normally, these preserved heads were 
highly valuable possessions because they consisted mainly of noble, or high-ranking family members, chiefs or warriors. 

5 The blood of Christ in this instance refers to the sacrament of the Eucharist. This ritual symbolically re-enacts the disciples of Christ eating bread and 
drinking wine during a Passover meal.  At this event, Jesus is said to have instructed his followers to "Do this in memory of me" while referring to 
bread as his body and the cup of wine as "the new covenant in my blood" (Luke 22:20). In the ritual drinking of wine and eating of bread, Christians 
are said to remember the sacrifice of Christ. 
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2

 
2 O movimento Hauhau é um ramo do Pai Mārire (boa vontade e paz), um movimento de resistência contra a opressão europeia. Há fortes influências 
cristãs no sistema de crenças. À medida que o movimento avançava, instilou medo injustificado, particularmente entre os colonos europeus. 
3 De acordo com Palmer & Tano (2007), para os maoris, essa era uma prática tradicional usada em todas as tribos de Aotearoa como forma de absorver 
o 'mana' (poder) do inimigo e os resultados eram exibidos publicamente como parte do ritual ou para demonstrar desrespeito. Normalmente, essas 
cabeças preservadas eram bens altamente valiosos porque consistiam principalmente de membros da família, chefes ou guerreiros nobres ou de alto 
escalão. 
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(bad omen)

vengeance  

2. MĀORI DOCUMENTARY MAKING  

 
6 Howe is a clergyman and president of the Anglican Church Society. During his research, he interviewed Te Riaki Amoamo, a respected Whakatōhea 
kaumātua (elder) and the bishop of the Hāhi Ringatū Māori faith in Ōpōtiki. In 1989 Te Riaki Amoamo was actively involved in the return of 
Mokomoko’s bones to Te Whakatōhea from the Mount Eden Prison mass grave where his body had been buried since 1886.
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5

 
5 The blood of Christ in this instance refers to the sacrament of the Eucharist. This ritual symbolically re-enacts the disciples of Christ eating bread and 
drinking wine during a Passover meal.  At this event, Jesus is said to have instructed his followers to "Do this in memory of me" while referring to 
bread as his body and the cup of wine as "the new covenant in my blood" (Luke 22:20). In the ritual drinking of wine and eating of bread, Christians 
are said to remember the sacrifice of Christ. 
6 Howe is a clergyman and president of the Anglican Church Society. During his research, he interviewed Te Riaki Amoamo, a respected Whakatōhea 
kaumātua (elder) and the bishop of the Hāhi Ringatū Māori faith in Ōpōtiki. In 1989 Te Riaki Amoamo was actively involved in the return of 
Mokomoko’s bones to Te Whakatōhea from the Mount Eden Prison mass grave where his body had been buried since 1886.
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4

 
4 O sangue de Cristo, neste caso, refere-se ao sacramento da Eucaristia. Este ritual reencena simbolicamente os discípulos de Cristo comendo pão e 
bebendo vinho durante a refeição da Páscoa. Nesse evento, diz-se que Jesus instruiu seus seguidores a "Fazei isto em memória de mim", referindo-
se ao pão como seu corpo e ao cálice de vinho como "a nova aliança em meu sangue" (Lucas 22:20). No ritual de beber vinho e comer pão, diz-se que 
os cristãos se lembram do sacrifício de Cristo. 
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Tangata Whenua

songs

TANGATA WHENUA (1974)  

Barry Barclay (Ngāti Apa) 

Tangata Whenua

PATU (1983)  

Merata Mita (Te Arawa, Ngāti Whakaue)  

Patu 

Māori families

Māori cultural complex
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2. DOCUMENTAL MAORÍ  

TANGATA WHENUA (1974)  

Barry Barclay (Ngāti Apa) 

PATU (1983)  

Merata Mita (Te Arawa, Ngāti Whakaue)  
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2. CONSTRUÇÃO DE DOCUMENTÁRIOS MAORI  

TANGATA WHENUA (1974)  

Barry Barclay (Ngāti Apa) 

PATU (1983)  

Merata Mita (Te Arawa, Ngāti Whakaue)  

Patu 
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TŪHOE, A HISTORY OF RESISTANCE (2005)  

Robert Pouwhare (Tūhoe, Ngāti Haka, Patuheuheu)  

Patu 

Rangiaho’s Waka Huia
elders

Maxwell’s Marae: Panui

Stephens’ The New Zealand Wars The East Coast Wars. 

Brettkelly and Shingleton’s Taonga. 

Grant’s Te Riako Amoam, 

Douglas’ Hiona St Stephens Anglican Church. 
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Patu 

TŪHOE, UNA HISTORIA DE RESISTENCIA (2005)  

Robert Pouwhare (Tūhoe, Ngāti Haka, Patuheuheu)  

Rangiaho’s

Maxwell’s 

Stephens’
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TŪHOE, UMA HISTÓRIA DE RESISTÊNCIA (2005)  

Robert Pouwhare (Tūhoe, Ngāti Haka, Patuheuheu)  

Patu

Rangiaho’s

Maxwell’s 

Stephens’

Brettkelly and Shingleton’s
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Bennett and Bennett’s The New Zealand Wars: Stories of Ruapekapeka

Bennett and Pihama’s The New Zealand Wars: Stories of Waitara

Bennett and Pihama’s The New Zealand Wars: Stories of Tainui

Houltham’s Waka Huia - Religion

    CONCLUSION 

 

The Kaipara Affair

proverb
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Brettkelly and Shingleton’s

Grant’s

Douglas’ 

Bennett and Bennett’s The New Zealand Wars: Stories of Ruapekapeka

Bennett and Pihama’s The New Zealand Wars: Stories of Waitara

Bennett and Pihama’s The New Zealand Wars: Stories of Tainui

Houltham’s Waka Huia

    CONCLUSIÓN 
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Grant’s

Douglas’ 

Bennett and Bennett’s

Bennett and Pihama’s 

Bennett and Pihama’s

Houltham’s 

    CONCLUSÃO 
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He aha te mea nui o te ao? He tangata! He tangata! He tangata! 

What is the most important thing in the world? 

It is people!  

It is people!  

It is people
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He aha te mea nui o te ao? He tangata! He tangata! He tangata! 

Cuál es la cosa más importante en el mundo? 

¡Es la gente! 

¡Es la gente! 

¡Es la gente!
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He aha te mea nui o te ao? He tangata! He tangata! He tangata! 

Qual é a coisa mais importante do mundo? 

É gente! 

É gente! 

É gente!
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